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The Magic Bongo Man
Music and Text by Elizabeth Kennedy Bayer

All performers of Bongo Man should read from a score as each part relies heavily on cues from
other players. The voal quality should be clear and not use wide vibrato. It should be
performed as a folk song. The violinist should think of him/herself as a fiddle player. He/she
also adds pops and clicks and other iddiosyncracies that might be found on an old record. The
bongo player's main priority is to keep the tempo steady and help with tempo changes. He/she
is welcome to add any improviations that will add to the overall character of the piece.

1. One Day I Saw Him

One day I saw him

White beard on this chin-

Blue eyes in his sockets

Matched his denim pockets,

Dust on his shoulders,

Dust in his shoes... dust in his shoes...

“Where ya goin’?” “Where ya goin’?” I asked his grey bones.
“How ya doin’?” “Where ya goin’?” I asked his cold bones.
“I never know’d, kid, I never know’d!!

I go where my feet take me...

But the only way they move s’to the sound of my bongos...”

2. He Wanders
He waders, He wanders to the sound
Of his drums  Of his Drums.
He never rests He always walks to the sound
Of his drums  Of his Drums.

Why does HE walk, = Why DOES he walk, Why does he WALK?
Why does HE walk, = Why DOES he walk, Why does he WALK??
To his drums To his drums To his drums TO HIS DRUMS!?!?

3. That's Where I'm Goin'
Said the Magical Bongo Man:

“I won’t grant you no wishes, and I ain’t gonna tell you
Where I’m goin’ or where’d I been.
But you can choose to come with me and the dust in my shoes

“You see that line up there- Where the trees and clouds sit a kissin’?
That’s where I’'m goin’! That’s where I’'m goin’.”
4. I'm Goin' Some Place

“I was born 1,000 years ago, I count them by the lines on my face
Time’s been rough to my soul an’ my shoes-

But I don’t care! I’'m goin’ someplace!

You ask me where I’d been-

I’ve been all over this world.

You ask me what I’d seen-

I’ve seen everything!

How many folks do you know, who have the power

To walk to their own beat?

How many folks do you know, who have the power to dance
To their own drum!?



Well I do! I have that power!
It comes to me from...grass, trees, air, flowers...trash, cars, dirt, road, miles....

I don’t care ‘bout you! You snickerin’ snob!
I know me an’ I know God!

How many folks do you know, who have the power

To walk to their own beat?

How many folks do you know, who have the power to dance
To their own drum!?

Well I do! I have that power!
It comes to me from the...grass, trees, air, flowers...trash, cars, dirt, road, miles....

I’ll be here 1,000 years from now, I’ll count them by the lines on my face
Time’s been rough to my soul an’ my shoes-
But I don’t care! I’'m goin’ someplace!”

5. Epilogue

Now you know the story, of the Magical Bongo Man
Didn’t think of fame or glory...

Now you know what I saw, when I met the Bongo Man
The Magic in his drumming fingers,
His old, decrepit hands.

Look to that line- where the trees and clouds are kissin’-
Only when you dream, race off into that distance.

6. Lullaby

One day in the future,

Don’t put on your socks.

Put on an old shirt

That matches your tired irises.
Walk out your front door-
Forget to shave.

Maybe when you dream tonight,
You’ll hear faint pulses

From a set of magical drums
Played by an old dream-man.

Maybe when you dream tonight,
You’ll feel the power

Of your feet moving in

Time with your own heart.

And when you wake up,

Brush the dust off your shoulders,
And knock the dust from your shoes,
The dust from your shoes.
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1. One Day I Saw Him

You are telling a story .-70
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One Day I Saw Him
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2. He Wanders

130

Rapidly .

(7}
i
R 4

b
-

1 1
|4
- - ders
1
} —F
d ud
[r— P—
o 1 1 1 1 1
| o
M 1
-
1 1 1 1
 m—
r— —_—
014 ‘= ‘4‘{'\-: [ 7] | 1

pizz.
i
mf

2

he wan
r—

M|

r 1

-

I

e

i 1 &
d -

mf

mff

P < #P

(7}
i
R 4

11

1
fl |
IAY 1
i
of his
&
1 4 (7]
i
y3
PN

|
.
& |
-

1 |
|4
wan - ders,
1
: 1
& 1 & & { (7]
L d_l_‘_l_d L
¢ o o
e |
Vi 1 Vi
1 1 1 1
m—
T T
T
i 1
drums
arco
1
— I
|7i 0 1
A A
I y 2 [ 7] "
N & L N
17 17
A

A

He -
e
1 [ 7]
0 i
j -
mf°
-
& T
1 1
I
Sim
4
PN
.
I
1
™3

A

A

A

A

[
19 1R W &
g g Qg Y ..lll 1
] or o 11 M
§ || P u
I nwz w 1 m 1’1 o <4
| =
T 5 < b
| - 12
_H!_ 2
EL.N
B L I s i~ ~t
Y 1 H— < pMJ |HW| L]
R i
1L p_ e
-
= A ] | 1|
= wl - < M i
2 m 8 IMIO ~ | o~ “
£7 2T s L
m m m —.u | | A oLl Ann*
£ M,m ] s
R B L R L e 2 el IS
G . N g
(| | | © f
NG NG s 3N ¥
a

mp
T
to
o
7
y 2
P

A

A

mf

A

° = ° P2 N NEe NEre

g = g g ~ L LT

& 8 s 3

& > A a

7] = » & g 5
,oua > a N
5 o
A @



Vin.

Pno.

Bgo. Dr.

Vin.

Pno.

Bgo. Dr.

Vin.

Pno.

Bgo. Dr.

4 He Wanders

| 1 1 T 1 1 1 j ]
1 h 1 4 1 & 1 ba 1 b 1 y 2 1
5 ——————————— =—FFf—r — £ :
) 1 T
He ne - - - - - ver rests. He walks - - - - - al - - - ways.
12
—_— —
h T T 1 1 1 1 1 T 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
e e —
AV 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
S I ! I ! I ! I ! =
» ———
12
A N R R —_—
)" A | c— 1 | c— 1 1 1 1 1 N 1 1 1 1 N
Eﬂgr"; e o ha g o b g%y & be G v hv
- a - ﬂ - o - ﬂ ﬂ
mp
| ] J I ] 4 I . 7 | ] . 7 | ]
O o - o - o 1 1 1 - o 1 1 1 -
# - P~ A d - P~ A i - - o P~ A - g - P~
- - e Fo e - e o e -
# ? p= he B f’ i he i b

Sim.

5 subito pp

mf’
9 pr— [r—

V4

Cﬁ
el
un
el
28
2N
un
~e|
oL
M
H
H
H
H
H
N

to the sound of his drums, of his drums. Why does HE walk, why DOES he walk,

arco I) Agressive /_\_1\ I
1 1 ‘ = = (7]

— ]

L R

el

L R

L R
Ne|
TTY
T
\angl
Ne|
I

‘ ‘D:-'

|

mp S mf
16 A A
) > > m — — |
th ¢ PR — e s s e s ==
ANIVA 1T 1 (7] 1 1 1/ 1 1 1 17 o o
oJ o o | oo g | g ———— > > > > > > >
p > > mf f mp —_—
= = . e . e = = N N
ﬁ 4 (7] (7] y 2 y 2 (7] 7] y 2 y 2 (7] 7] (7] o/ y 2 (7]
PN L L PN PN L Vi PN PN L Vi L Vi PN Vi
~ ~ > > >
16
A
/
20 . f
0 >
)" A T T T ]
y 4\ 1 1 - 1 & - 1
| o ra { ra ra { { ra { 1 { { ra { { ra { { 1 1 { { 1 ra 1
ANIVA 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
U 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 |
why does he WALK? Why does HE , why DOES he waalk, why does he WALK?! /l'o his  drums?

e

200 : | | | ] | | | ] J J

i




He Wanders
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Soprano

Violin

Piano

3. That's Where I'm Goin'

You are singing to a waxed tin can .-85

Rhythm and tempo are to be loosly interpreted.
Does not have to line up exactly. mf

Tinker around on wht. keys of
upper octave of piano. Use both hands.
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That's Where I'm Goin'
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4. I'm Goin's Some Place

Like a chain gang song J-70
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I'm Goin's Some Place

(You are angry that no one listens)
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I'm Goin's Some Place
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